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SUBJECT: EC AIRCRAFT POLICY-THE SPINELLI PAPER 

REF: (A) EC BRUSSELS 239, (B) BONN 1373 

1 . EMBOFF DISCUSSED SPINELLI PAPER ON EC AIRCRAFT POLICY 
WITH MINISTRY FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA) REP FUXA (DIRECTOR, 
EC/GATT AFFAIRS), WHO SAID GOI "STILL STUDYING" THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE PAPER. HE NOTED THAT SPINELLI PAPER 
WAS NOT WELL RECEIVED BY THE ITALIAN AEROSPACE INDUSTRY AND 
THAT MFA WOULD BE CONVENING INTER-MINISTERIAL MEETING TO 
FORMULATE A GOI POSITION. 
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2. ON PERSONAL BASIS, FUXA SAID HE CONCERNED THAT SPINELLI 
PAPER MIGHT FAVOR ALREADY EXISTING "UNECONOMIC" PRO- 
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JECTS, SUCH AS THE CONCORDE, IN WHICH THE ITALIAN ROLE 
WOULD BE LIMITED TO "SUBCONTRACTOR STATUS." HE STATED 
THAT GOI HAS NO OBJECTION TO STUDYING THE SITUATION IN 
THE EUROPEAN AEROSPACE INDUSTRY, BUT THAT WHATEVER 
PROGRAM/PROCEDURE IS ADOPTED BY EC "MUST NOT LEAD TO 
CONFRONTATION WITH THE US AEROSPACE INDUSTRY." FUXA 
REMARKED THAT ITALY FAVORS A SYSTEM IN WHICH MANAGEMENT 
IS "DECENTRALIZED." 

3. EMBASSY WILL FOLLOW UP WITH FUXA ASAP TO ASCERTAIN 
RESULTS OF INTER MINISTERIAL MEETING(S). CHAIRED BY MFA, 
WHICH DISCUSSED SPINELLI PAPER. 

4. COMMENT: ITALIAN AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY, -WHOSE MOST 
IMPORTANT PRODUCERS, AERITALIA AND AGUSTA, HAVE MAJORITY 
GOI OWNERSHIP-WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO PICK AND CHOOSE 
PROJECTS IN WHICH IT PARTICIPATES; IT DOES NOT WANT A 
SITUATION IN WHICH A HIGHER AUTHORITY, SUCH AS EC COM- 
MISSION, WOULD MAKE SUCH DECISIONS. ITALIANS IMPRESSED 
WITH COMMERCIAL SUCCESS OF US CIVIL AIRCRAFT AND WOULD PRE- 
FER TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH US COMPANIES (EVEN IF IN PARTNER- 
SHIP WITH OTHER EUROPEANS) RATHER THAN A STRICTLY 
EUROPEAN CONSORTIUM. ITALIANS ARE MUCH MORE INTERESTED 

IN VIABLE LONG-TERM PORJECTS THAN IN PRESTIGE. VOLPE 
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